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26 Years !!!

Founding members – Dana Gelabert-Boltersdorf, Michael Hall, ZoAnn 
Lapinsky Macon, Mary Kay Sigaty, and Malcolm Willette formed the Howard 
Astronomical League as non-profit corporation on December 5, 1999.



• Introductions

• Club Business
• 2025 Financial Report – Joel Goodman
• 2026 Board Election – Wayne Baggett

• Announcements
• 2026 Schedule of Star Parties & Upcoming Events
• Congratulations to Krystal Rolon for her National Women in Aerospace Award
• Congratulations to Jim Johnson for Being a Featured Televue Imager
• HAL Palmer Scope 2026 Winter Auction

• Featured Speaker – Faith Vowler, Outreach Coordinator, Hubble Space Telescope

• What’s Out in the Sky This Month…
• Shallow Sky Highlights – Jim Tomney

• Members’ Astro-Images and Sketches

• Wrap-up & Discussion

Tonight’s Agenda, January 8th, 2025
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2026 HAL Elections

• Before proceeding 

THANK YOU  to the 2025 HAL Board!
President Victor Sanchez (3 years!)

First Vice President Jim Tomney

Second Vice President Grace Coventry (moved, resigned)

Treasurer Joel Goodman

Secretary Richard Taibi

Event Coordinator David Stein

• And the appointed members: Steven Pribut, Satheesh Nalliyappan, Chris 
Todd, Krystal Rolon, Steve Jaworiwsky, and Mike Miller



• Following the process defined in the HAL Bylaws (Article III, Section 3) 

• Voice vote for the slate

• Vote via raising hands (in person), and virtually raising hands on Zoom

• Remember:

Only members can vote

Family memberships get a only single vote

2026 HAL Elections



2026 HAL Elections

• How to raise hands on Zoom

• Move to the bottom of the Zoom window and locate the “Reactions” icon

• Click this icon then click “Raise Hand”



2026 HAL Elections

•Step 1: do we have a quorum?
• We require 36 memberships to be present in order to 

hold the election

• Same rules as voting (Family memberships only count 
once)

• Show of hands: who is a HAL member?



2026 HAL Elections

Slate of candidates
President Jim Tomney

First Vice President David Stein

Second Vice President Steve Rifkin

Treasurer Joel Goodman

Secretary Bill Vanderlinde

Events Coordinator Jose Urias



2026 HAL Elections

Thank You,
2026 HAL Board of Directors!
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March
  March 14 - Members
  March 28 - Public
April
  April 18 - Members
  April 25 - Public
May
  May 16 – Members  (Io Shadow Transit 9:21 PM – 11:39 PM)
  May 22 - Public
June
  June 13 - Members
  June 20 - Public
July
  July 11 - Members
  July 25 - Public
August
  August 15 - Members
  August 22 - Public
September
  September 5 - Members
  September 19 – Public (International Observe The Moon Night)
October
  October 10 - Members
  October 17 - Public
November
  November 7 - Members
  November 21 - Public

• Impromptu Held on 1/7/2025
• Thank you to Ernie Morse for 

hosting and opening-up the park

HAL Star Parties…
2025 Schedule of Star Parties

Regional Star Party info… 
https://skyandtelescope.org/astronomy-resources/annual-stargazing-events/

Recent Events

• Webinar Learning Opportunity*
• 2026 Sky Events for Photographers & Stargazers | 

Babak Tafreshi Photography

• https://print.babaktafreshi.com/product/webinar/335

Upcoming Event

*  (not-HAL-affiliated)

https://print.babaktafreshi.com/product/webinar/335
https://print.babaktafreshi.com/product/webinar/335
https://print.babaktafreshi.com/product/webinar/335


Congratulations Krystal Rolon…

2025 AEROSPACE EDUCATOR AWARD, K-12:

Krystal Rolon, Ellicott City, MD, is honored for her 

exceptional commitment to aerospace education and her 

steadfast dedication to advancing the inclusion of women 

and girls in the field.

* And HAL thanks Krystal for all the outreach she has done in 

support of the club (not to mention her service as librarian)



Congratulations to Jim 
Johnson for Being Featured on 
the TeleVue Website (1 of 2)…

https://televue.com/televueopticstalk/2026/01/07/np101is-imaging-the-skies-over-

maryland/#utm_source=em&utm_medium=em&utm_campaign=emNP101ISMD&utm_content=NP101ISMD



Congratulations to Jim Johnson for Being Featured on the TeleVue Website (2 of 2)…



• In 2025 HAL member Benny Palmer made a very generous contribution to the club
• He donated an entire high-end astro imaging rig with all components in very good condition!

• After considering multiple options, the board decided to sell the gear to fund club activities 
and future observatory upgrades

• We decided  the most benefit would be gained by offering the membership a chance to purchase the 
gear at greatly reduced prices, and then putting anything that doesn’t sell that way on AstroMart

• Jim Tomney has been kind enough to set up an online auction site where the gear will go on 
sale with a “reserve” price of approximately 40% of retail for each item

• The auction will go live on February 1st and wrap-up at 8pm on February 12th,  - midway 
through our February meeting (can’t you feel the excitement building! ☺)

• Look for an announcement with links and details as the date approaches
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Faith Vowler—an astronomer, educator, and space enthusiast from Michigan—has worked at NASA since 
January 2022 as the Outreach Coordinator for the Hubble Space Telescope.

She attended the University of Michigan, where she earned a B.S.E. in Space Science & Engineering with minors 
in Physics and in Astronomy & Astrophysics, and an M.S. in Space Science.

She formerly lived and worked in New Mexico as the Education Specialist for the National Radio Astronomy 
Observatory (NRAO) and the Very Large Array (VLA).  Her hobbies include reading, collecting books, baking, and 
going to the movies.

Faith Vowler, Hubble Space Telescope Outreach Coordinator, NASA

Topic: The Hubble Space Telescope: 35 Years of Discovery.
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• Saturn is slipping into the west, standing well past the meridian as it 
emerges from the evening twilight (Conjunction March 25th). 

• Get your observation in as soon as it grows dark while the planet is at its highest 
point in the sky

• The last two remaining Titan transits are happening in January with the event in 
progress as soon as the planet is visible. Of the two, only one event has even the 
possibility of being seen:

• January 9th , ending at 5 p.m.

• Rings are
opening

Shallow Sky Highlights for Jan-Feb 2026

Nov 21, 2025 Feb 1, 2026



• Jupiter comes to opposition on the evening of January 10th 

• Magnitude –2.7 with a 46.6″ disk, riding high 
in Gemini for excellent Northern Hemisphere 
viewing.

• Dynamic Atmosphere — Belts, zones, storms, 
and color changes can evolve week to week

• Jan 17–19 — Jupiter passes ½° north of 
 Geminorum, a lovely double star 
(easy binocular target)

• GRS Transit Opportunities:

Shallow Sky Highlights for Jan-Feb 2026

Evening Transit Time (ET)

Jan 6 11:54 p.m.

Jan 7 7:46 p.m.

Jan 9 9:23 p.m.

Jan 11 11:01 p.m.

Jan 14 8:31 p.m.

Jan 16 10:08 p.m.

Jan 18 11:46 p.m.

Jan 19 7:38 p.m.

Jan 21 9:16 p.m.

Jan 23 10:54 p.m.

Jan 26 8:23 p.m.

Jan 28 10:01 p.m.

Jan 30 11:39 p.m.



• Jupiter also has wonderful opportunities to view the 4 Galilean moons 
circling the planet. This opposition we get a special treat!

• Sun-Earth-Jupiter geometry will produce a couple of nights where the disk 
of the moon almost precisely overlays its shadow being projected on the 
clouds below.

Shallow Sky Highlights for Jan-Feb 2026

Jan 10th, 3:00 a.m. Jan 11th, 4:30 a.m.

https://alpo-astronomy.org/Jupiter 

https://alpo-astronomy.org/Jupiter
https://alpo-astronomy.org/Jupiter
https://alpo-astronomy.org/Jupiter
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Stephen Gauss



Stephen Gauss

Helene

Saturn



Ken Everhart



Michael Connelly
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Michael Connelly



Thank you
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